
 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

DOE DIALOGUE | Weekly Message from Superintendent Ritz 
January 23, 2014 

 

* Rules for Education Preparation and Accountability, REPA III (REPA 

3) Attached is the IDOE's initial response to the proposed REPA 3 published in the 

Indiana Register on December 18, 2013.  Educator input is important to move 

Indiana in the direction of attracting and retaining the best and the brightest to 

our profession.  Online public comment is welcome  http://www.in.gov/sboe/REPA 

IIIcomment.htm through January 31, 2014. 

Hoosier Family of Readers 

After a successful launch this summer, Hoosier Family of Readers begins the new year 

with all kinds of great activities for readers of all ages. Encourage your teachers, 

parents and community leaders to follow us on Facebook and the DOE website. 

Our summer partnership with Capstone Publishing and myOn provided free and 

unlimited access to books online for reading families across the state.  As of last week, 

Indiana students and their reading families read 122,000 books online! 

The Department was pleased to have worked with Capstone to offer myOn to students 

many months beyond the summer.  As of January 30
th

 we will no longer be able to 

offer myOn through the DOE web site. MyOn has agreed to offer special pricing to 

districts, schools or community partners that wish to continue offering this online 

access to books. Contact Trish Whitcomb Sipes (twhitcomb@doe.in.gov) if you 

wantmore information.  

I just recently had a meeting at the Department to take the Hoosier Family of Readers 

to the next phase in providing resources and ideas to schools and communities across 

Indiana so that our children are lifelong readers!  More to come... 

Stay tuned...Special Education WebEx coming soon 

The future of Special Education assessments (IMAST and ISTAR) will be discussed 

during an optional WebEx in early February.  Watch for additional information coming 

soon in the DOE Dialogue.  

Keep in touch.  Feel free to leave comments at doecomm@doe.in.gov.   

Sincerely, 

Glenda Ritz, Superintendent of Public Instruction 

NOTE: * indicates data information requirements for ALL public schools, including 
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charter schools. 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The Indiana Department of Education honored 

Washington Elementary School in Fort Wayne Indiana 

as a Title I Distinguished School for the 2012-2013 

school year during a celebration on Wednesday 

afternoon.  A banner was presented to the school, in 

addition to a $25,000 monetary award.  Those present 

included principal, J.R. Akenbruk, Superintendent Dr. 

Wendy Robinson, school board and community 

members, students, Washington Elementary teachers, 

school staff and Indiana Department of Education staff. 
  

 

Memorandum 
 

MEMORANDUM: The Indiana Department of Education will release Annual 

Performance Reports (APR) to school districts on March 26, 2014.  The period for 

review regarding this year's APR will close on April 9th.  Final APR data will be made 

available on DOE Online on April 10th.  The publication window for the APR will run 

from April 14 through April 25. Please make arrangements for the publication with the 

appropriate newspaper(s). 

MEMORANDUM: DOE-ER Educator Evaluations Results Submission 

Reminder: The final submission date for the DOE-ER data report is January 31, 2014. 

This is a new report this year. The purpose of this data collection is to collect the 

summative evaluation rating on each certificated educator in your corporation as 

required by IC 20-28-11.5-9. This report is required for all public school corporations 

(traditional only). Please refer to the DOE-ER Educator Evaluation Rating and Data 

Layout for guidance on completing the report: Please contact Sarah Pies, 

spies@doe.in.gov or Susan Day, sday@doe.in.gov if you have questions or need 

additional information.  

MEMORANDUM: Spring 2014 eLearning Book Club, join the spring eLearning book 

club. We will be reading the book Invent to Learn: Making, Tinkering, and 

Engineering in the Classroom by Sylvia Libow Martinez and Gary Stager. Learn why 

you should support making in your school and how to do it. The book club will begin 

on January 27
th

 with weekly discussions in the eLearning Book Club blog. Choose to 

join the site or follow by email to be notified when posts are added to the blog. PGPs 

will be awarded to book club participants. 

MEMORANDUM: Digital Learning Grant; The Office of eLearning is happy to 

announce our newest grant that supports districts ready to launch thoughtful 1:1 

implementation plans, as well as districts that have assessed their current 1:1 

implementation and are prepared to take the next steps such as expanding grade levels 

or replicating successes from pilot projects.  The application period opens on 

January 21.  More information and the application can be found on the Digital 

Learning Grant webpage.   
  

 

Information From Other Agencies 
 

College GO! Week contest:  Learn More Indiana's College GO! Week contest is 

providing a unique opportunity and money for thirteen Indiana students. Hoosier 

students from kindergarten through high school are being rewarded for planning to 
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complete education beyond high school. Learn More Indiana, an outreach initiative led 

by the Indiana Commission for Higher Education, is awarding 13 students-one in each 

grade from kindergarten through high school seniors with $529 in an Indiana College 

Choice 529 Savings Plan. The students participated in a statewide "College GO! Week" 

contest this fall which asked them to describe how they're planning for the future. 

The College GO! Week contest required students at each grade level to complete an 

age-appropriate college planning activity. Younger students described necessary tools 

for their dream careers, while high school students researched college majors and wrote 

essays on the courses needed to succeed in chosen careers. The 529 plans can be used 

for tuition, books and other college-related expenses. 

For a list of the winners, (see press release) more information about College Go Week 

and the Indiana Commission for Higher Education contact Amber Audrain at 

aaudrain@che.in.gov (317) 464-4404 ext. 139  

NORTHERN INDIANA EDUCATIONAL SERVICES CENTER has many 

Professional Learning    opportunities coming up. To register for these events click on 

the link provided.http://www.niesc.k12.in.us/index.cfm/about-us/staff-directory/lisa-

abell/ or call  (574) 254-0111 

JANUARY 2014 

 28- Textbook Caravan- Language 
Arts                                                                                 http://events.niesc.k12.in.us/?info=164 

 30- Unpacking Indiana Common Core ELA 9-10 & Preparing for Eng 10 
ECA                       http://events.niesc.k12.in.us/?info=158 

FEBRUARY 

 7- Moving From the Textbook Classroom to the Digital Classroom K-
12                            http://events.niesc.k12.in.us/?info=161 

 10- Unpacking Indiana Common Core ELA Literacy Standards Grades 6-
8                         http://events.niesc.k12.in.us/?info=159 

 20- NO BULLYING NOW Grades K-
8                                                                                     http://events.niesc.k12.in.us/?info=157 

 27- Reading Strategies for Informative Texts Grades 6-
12                                                    http://events.niesc.k12.in.us/?info=160 

MARCH 

 6- Implementing iPads/Tablets Across the Curriculum K-
12                                                http://events.niesc.k12.in.us/?info=162 

 7- Using Google Apps in the Classroom K-
12                                                                       http://events.niesc.k12.in.us/?info=163 

  

 

Legislative Updates 
 

For updates throughout the fall semester, check out the IDOE Policy page 
on  Facebook and follow us on  Twitter. 
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